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I
n order to raise awareness of the need for 
action to protect the Asian elephant as part 
of the vital cultural and natural heritage 

of Laos, and according to the jumbo-sized 
success of the inaugural Elephant Festival 
last year, the National Tourism Administration 
and the Sayaboury province together with 
the ElefantAsia Non-profit Organization will 
repeat the event in Paklay district, Sayaboury 
province focusing the eyes of the world’s 
conservationists and elephant enthousiasts 
on Laos and the plight of its national animals 
on February 15th, 16th and 17th, 2008.

Laos, known in the past as “Lane Xang” – 
The land of a million elephants 
– is home today to a mere 2000 
pachyderms. Roughly 1000 of 
which are wild, the rest domestic. A 
rather hopeful (sic) situation when 
compared to neighbouring Vietnam 
and Cambodia, where elephants 
number 200 and 150 respectively. 
Laos continues to enjoy a culture and 
tradition in which the Asian elephant 
plays a prominent role. Elephants 
there are of immense cultural, 
economic and ecological value.

ElefantAsia is a France-based non-profit 
organization dedicated to the protection of 
the Asian elephant (www.elefantasia.org). 
ElefantAsia operates a « Domestic Elephant 
Care & Management Program » in cooperation 
with the Lao National Animal Health 
Centre. ElefantAsia also conducts a national 
Environment Education campaign in Human-
Elephant Conflict areas of Laos.

Festival activities include a majestic procession 
with over seventy elephants, a traditional 
elephant Baci ceremony, fruits and flowers 
offerings, monks’ blessing, mahout and 
elephant show, an elephant race, several 
exhibitions and an outdoors elephant museum. 
Visitors will have the opportunity to see 
documentary films on a large outdoor screen 
and enjoy live performance on the main stage 
or go for an elephant ride in the neighboring 
forest. Home-stay will be arranged at villagers’ 
homes and land will be available for campers. 

The province of Sayaboury, and Paklay district 
in particular, have always been famous for 
elephants. The expert training and handling 
capabilities of local mahouts have made 

Paklay the focal point of Lao elephant-lore. 
Traditionally used for work in the forest, 

these magnificent animals are now 
looking forward to meeting the 
public at this second edition of the 

elephant festival, giving visitors 
the chance to discover the riches 

and marvels of the cultural and 
natural world surrounding them.

Paklay is accessible by boat from Luang 
Prabang and Vientiane and by land inside Laos 
or via the Thai-Lao border at Kenthao.

Activity Report of the 2007 Festival 
www.elefantasia.org/docs/mydwnld/reportENGsmall.pdf  
Press Review 2007 Festival 
www.elefantasia.org/docs/mydwnld/press review festival.pdf 

More information is available on the Elephant Festival 
website at 
www.elefantasia.org/docs/festival

or by phone at +(856)-(0)20-502-53-26 
or by email at info@elefantasia.org 
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Images presented in this document are from Paul 
Wager.

These images are for purposes of illustration and 
can be published FREE of copyright to promote 
the Lao Elephant Festival (in your printed or online 
publication). They may not be used, in whole or part, 
for any other product or purpose.  To do so violates 
Paul Wager’s copyright.

In any case, the use of these images requires a 
written agreement between you (the media) and 
Paul Wager including the following articles:

• Conditions of delivery of selected images
• Conditions of utilization of selected images
• List of selected images
 
ATTENTION ! Possession of a digital images does not 
permit the use of the images.

Photo credits must appear on every images as 
follows:

“photo by Paul Wager © 2007 “

All photographs presented herein are protected by 
the intellectual property code.

All unauthorised reproduction or distribution of all or 
part of the images presented herein is forbidden. 
As the intellectual property code mentions, any 
integral or partial representation or reproduction made 
without the consent of the author or his beneficiaries 
or executors is unlawful.

This representation or reproduction, by any procedure 
whatsoever, would therefore constitute a counterfeit 
under the intellectual property code.

Image Kit 
Elephant Festival, Hongsa, Laos - 15, 16 & 17 Feb. 2008

To receive your hi-resolution pictures, Email us at info@elefantasia.org
(write your name, organisation’s name, email and pictures numbers)

Contact:

ElefantAsia
c/o National Animal Health Centre

Ban Khounta
Po Box 3804

Vientiane, Lao PDR
Mobile : +856-(0)20 502.53.26

info@elefantasia.org
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